PERFUMES AND THEIR PREPARATION.

CHAPTER   I.
THE HISTORY OF PERFUMERY,
,     i
THE gratification of his senses is peculiar to man, and it
is to this trait that we are indebted for all the arts. The ac
tivities which aimed at the gratification of the eye and ear
developed into the creative arts and music, and in like man-
ner human endeavor directed toward the stimulation of the
sense of smell has in our time assumed the proportions both
of an art and a science; for it was nothing but the advance-
ment of chemistry that made it possible to fix all the pleasant
odors offered by nature and to create new perfumes by the
artistic combination of these scents. The preparation of per-
fumes is a very ancient art that is met with among all peoples
possessed of any degree of civilization. It is particularly the
ancient nations of the Orient which had in truth become
masters in the manufacture of numerous perfumes.
The first perfume was the fragrant flower; it has continued
to be so to the present day: the sprig of dried lavender
flowers which we lay in the clothes-press was probably used
for the same purpose by the contemporaries of Aristotle. In
the Orient, which we may look upon as the cradle of the art
of perfumery, the idea suggested itself early to substitute for
the delicious fragrance of the flowers some substances of
lasting odor; various sweet-scented resins supplied the ma-